
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, October 6 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Knights of Columbus — Tootsie Roll Drive  

   Church entrances following Mass  
  

 Sunday, October 7 

     Celebration of the Eucharist with  

    Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social  

    Parish Hall, Following Mass  

 RCIA Meeting  

    Downstairs Conference Room, 11:15 a.m.    

 Knights of Columbus — Tootsie Roll Drive  

   Church entrances following Mass  

 Blessing of the Animals 

    Church Portico, 12:00 noon   
 

Monday, October 8 

   Parish Office—Closed   

         Observance of Columbus Day  
 

Wednesday, October 10 

   Shawl Ministry  

         Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
   

Thursday, October 11 

  Choir Rehearsal   

          Church, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, October 13 

 St. Matthias Yard Sale  

   Parish Hall, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist 

      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 Marlborough Community Cupboard  

   Collection bins located at the church entrances 
  

 Sunday, October 14 

 Faith Formation Grades 1 through 5   

       Parish Hall / Classrooms, 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  

       Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Faith Formation Grade 9—Mass 10:00 a.m.  

      Church / Classrooms, 10:00 a.m.—Noon  

 Coffee Social  

   Parish Hall, Following Mass  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard  

   Collection bins located at the church entrances 

 Faith Formation Grade 10 with Parents/Guardians 

   Parish Hall, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m.   

St. Matthias Parish  

           

     Office Hours  for the Week of October 7 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

  
 

The Parish Office will be closed 

Monday, October 8 

In Observance of Columbus Day  

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, October  6 — 4:00 p.m. 

Josephine Myers — Memorial  
 

 Sunday, October  7 — 10:00 a.m. 

Ernest J. Winske, Jr. — Memorial  
 

Saturday, October  13 — 4:00 p.m. 

Alice Robertson — 3rd Anniversary Memorial  
 

 Sunday, October  14 — 10:00 a.m. 

People of the St. Matthias Community 

  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  October 7  
 

Weekday Mass will be held 
 

Monday and Tuesday  

9:00 a.m. in the downstairs conference room  
    

Please note: No Weekday Mass  

Friday, October 12 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

MUSIC  SELECTIONS 
 

Gathering:         Gracious God, We Come Before You  

       Booklet #2, pg.11 
  

Preparation of the Gifts:  Deep and Lasting Peace   

         Booklet #4, pg.12 
 

Communion:      Many and Great   

         Booklet #6, pg.13 
 

Recessional:      From This Table  

          Booklet #5, pg.1 



 FROM FR. FRAN 

     Many thanks to all who participated in last Saturday’s 

St. Vincent dePaul Friends of the Poor Walk.  We began 

our day by meeting up with the St. Vincent conference 

from Immaculate Conception Parish and then headed out 

on the Marlborough Rail Trail for a great time on a 

fantastic fall day.  As we began the walk we were told that 

our conferences had exceeded the goal for money to be 

raised by the walk!  That was a great way to start the day. 

You can always support the work of the St. Vincent 

dePaul Society by dropping a check in the collection basket 

or in the mail at any time.  The folks are always looking for 

parishioners to join them in their work as well.  Contact 

Dale Dolesh by email daledolesh@gmail.com for 

additional information.  

The saga of getting heat back into the parish hall 

continues!  Let’s all pray for warm weather as we continue 

to assess the proposals to replace the failed heating unit 

that services the hall.  Parishioners continue to ask why we 

are replacing something that we replaced a few years ago.  

Well, that was the boiler, and the new one is working 

nicely, and saving us a ton of money.  What is broken is 

the air exchanger that brings heat into the hall.  As I’ve 

mentioned before, it is beyond repair.  We have had a 

number of vendors propose a number of solutions, all with 

big price tag numbers!  We are looking for the most 

conservative and cost efficient solution. 

 

 

While we have budgeted for the replacement of the 

parish hall heating unit, it has become clear that whatever 

solution we come up with, it will be beyond our budget.  

While we will be able to cover the expense from our 

savings, it will be crucial that we meet our weekly 

offertory goal of four thousand dollars and our coming 

Grand Annual goal to keep us on solid financial ground.  

As we roll out our Annual Report for the just completed 

fiscal year of 2018, you will see that our offertory has 

consistently decreased over the past few years.  If this 

continues, we will need to make some hard financial 

decisions.  Over the next few weeks we will be asking each 

parishioner to prayerfully look at your support of the 

parish.  Our success and our survival depends upon your 

generosity. 

Are your pets ready for their blessing?  This Sunday at  

12:00 PM we will welcome all kinds of creatures to our 

annual Blessing of the Animals.  Rain or shine we will 

gather in the courtyard between the Church and the Parish 

Office.  Let’s thank God for these wonderful members of 

our families that give us so much joy! 

It’s almost Yard Sale time!  What is cluttering up your 

home that you haven’t used, read, listened to, played with, 

or worn in a long while?  There are folks who might be 

searching for exactly what you’ve been keeping in storage.  

Please see the details elsewhere in the bulletin and come on 

down to the Yard Sale to find  a treasure or two! 
 

October 7, 2018                                      Twenty-Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Weekly Offertory Goal:     $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of September 29 and 30 $3,417.00* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations   $   646.00 
  

Parishioners celebrating Mass       313
       

*This represents a deficit of $583.00 toward the weekly 

offertory goal.  
 

October Second Collections  
 

October 6 and 7  —  Parish Maintenance Collection  

October 13 and 14  —  Holy Father and Missionary Efforts 

October 20 and 21  —  World Mission Sunday    

October 27 and 28 — St Vincent dePaul Society Collection 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 13 AND 14  
      
     Collection bins will be available at the church entrances 

next weekend for your donation of non-perishable food 

items and personal hygiene products for our neighbors in 

need.    

St. Matthias Chapter of St. Vincent DePaul 

Society Sponsored Coffee Social  

Sunday, October 21 following 10 a.m. Mass 
 

     As a thank you for your financial and spiritual help, we 

will be hosting a special Appreciation Coffee Social on 

Sunday, October 21. Please come join us for quiche, eggs, 

ham, potatoes, pastries and much more.  Many of our 

members will be there to answer questions you might have 

about the St. Vincent DePaul Society and how we make a 

difference in our community.  
 

 NO DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED THIS DAY. 

YARD SALE SET-UP  
 

The Yard Sale committee welcomes volunteers Tuesday 

through Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 

p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for receiving, sorting and pricing the 

many treasures donated to the upcoming Yard Sale.  Come 

have some fun and friendship.  

 Yard Sale Volunteer sign up sheets will be available at 

the church entrances.  



October 7, 2018                                      Twenty-Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION  
       

     There are no Faith Formation gatherings for Grades 1 

through 8 on Sunday, October 7 due to the holiday 

weekend.  Grades 9 and 10 begin Sunday, October 14. 
 

Gatherings for Sunday, October 14 are as follows: 
 

Grades 1 to 5   8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 
 

Grade     9            Participation in 10:00 a.m. mass 

      followed by meeting with Deacon Paul 

      until noon in the conference room. 
 

Grade 10     Confirmation candidates and     

      parents/guardians meeting from    

      6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 
  
Grade 10 Confirmation retreat is Saturday, October 20 

from 11:00 a.m. —  5:00 p.m.  Lunch and snacks will be 

provided. Candidates will participate in 4:00 p.m. mass. 
 

     All Faith Formation families have 

received calendars indicating meeting 

dates throughout the year.  Calendars 

are also on the Saint Matthias website: 

www.stmattpar.org. 
 

 

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  

 

Please Pray For…     
  

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Carol Chatalian, Joseph 

Cox, Adelbert Cyr, The Del Raso Family, Rita Dennison, W. 

Joseph Doyle, Stella Fettig, David Giugno, Russ Hokanson, 

Emma Johnston, Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay 

McNeill, Mike Mauro, Michael Messom, Betty Montgomery, 

Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer Natoli, Theresa 

Perry, Johnny Pellrine, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, Kathleen 

Shine, Pedro Torres, Michael Trumfio, Ronald Vaudreuil and 

Jenny Weibel  
 

 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

     BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS   

Sunday, October 7 at Noon 
 

       Please join us this Sunday, October 7 at 12:00 p.m. in 

the courtyard area of the church as we 

celebrate the annual Blessing of the 

Animals.  This celebration, in honor of 

St. Francis of Assisi. Light refreshments 

for pets and humans alike will follow 

      KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

      TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE  

      OCTOBER 6 & 7 
 

    Members of the Marlborough Council of Knights of 

Columbus will be at the exits of the church after mass the 

weekend of October 6 and 7.  Take a moment after mass to 

speak with a representative and support this annual Charity 

Fundraising event which  assists adults 

and children with intellectual and physical 

disabilities with grants up to $5,000.00. 

Your contributions allow the Knights of 

Columbus to continue with this mission.     

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 12 and October 13 
 

Wisdom 7:7-11; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30 

PARISH DATABASE CONVERSION AND UPDATE 

WE NEED YOUR HELP !  
        

    In late 2016 the parish conducted a Parish Directory 

update to gather information on our active parish member 

community.  The office received over 150 responses from 

families.  Now we are in the process of converting our 

Parish Database to an updated version of ParishSoft which 

is to be completed by November 2018.  Your help is 

needed to ensure all parishioners are included as this 

update occurs.  If you have never sent in a “Parish 

Registration” card and would like to be included in our 

contact listing (postal mail/e-mail/other) please take a 

moment to fill out a “Registration” card found at the 

entrances to the church or print a form from the website 

www.stmattpar.org.  If you want to ensure you are in the 

Parish system, please feel free to call April or Diane in the 

office at 508-460-9255 and they can verify your 

information or add you to the database.  

http://www.stmattpar.org


SUNDAY , NOVEMBER 11, 2018 
 

     The annual Mass of Remembrance will be celebrated 

on Sunday, November 11, 2018. This annual celebration 

provides us with the opportunity to join with all our fellow 

parishioners who have lost a loved one in the past year, to 

remind them that we continue to care for them and walk 

with them. The Art and Environment Committee will be 

busy creating a proper and dignified pictorial memorial that 

will be located in the foyer of the church starting November 

until the first Sunday of Advent. It will display pictures of 

all of those whose funerals were celebrated here at St. 

Matthias in the past year. Additionally, we also include 

parishioners whose loved ones died this past year and their 

funerals were celebrated outside of St. Matthias.  

       As we have in the past, we want to display these 

pictures as part of the memorial and include them in the 

book of the dead and roll of names to be read aloud at the 

Mass of Remembrance on November 11.  If you have lost a 

loved one since last November and the funeral was 

celebrated outside St. Matthias, please be sure to contact 

Deacon Doug as early as possible at 508-460-9255 with the 

information.  We ask that all photos be submitted by 

October 22 via email admin@stmattpar.org or drop off 

in the parish office to allow the Art and Environment 

Team ample time to plan and put the display together.    

 Following the Mass of Remembrance all are invited to a 

breakfast reception in the Parish Hall.  

ANOINTING OF THE S ICK 

OCTOBER 27 AND 28  
 

     A communal Anointing of the Sick will be offered 

during weekend masses October 27 and 28. This sacrament 

is intended for the strengthening and healing of those who 

are ill, elderly or about to undergo a surgery. It is a normal 

part of Catholic life and not just for those who are dying.        

     If you would like to take part in this Sacrament of 

Healing please take the pin being offered by our greeters 

and have a seat that is toward the middle aisle of the pew.   

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS  
      

     Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults—If you or anyone 

you know is interested in learning about receiving the 

sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation please 

come to an open meeting this Sunday, October 7 following 

10:00 am Mass.  This meeting will be help in the 

downstairs conference room. Please join us to answer your 

questions and help you in your decision process. If you have 

questions prior to this meeting please contact Theresa 

Salafia at the parish office, 508-460-9255, or 

tsalafia@stmattpar.org. We look forward to meeting you. 

mailto:tsalafia@stmattpar.org

