
 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests may 

also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday Masses.  

Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy or at least 

two months in advance for information on baptismal catechesis 

and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran eight 

months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

Parish Leadership 

Francis P. O'Brien, Pastor 

 frobrien@stmattpar.org 

Doug Peltak, Deacon 

 dcnpeltak@stmattpar.org 

Paul G. Coletti, Deacon 

 dcncoletti@stmattpar.org 

Theresa Salafia, Faith Formation Director 

 tsalafia@stmattpar.org 

Judy McManus, Director of Music Ministries 

 jmsweetums@aol.com 

Diane Balinski, Office Manager 

 dbalinski@stmattpar.org 

April Lowe, Communications Administrator/Receptionist 

 alowe@stmattpar.org 

Darleen Doona, Bookkeeper 

     ddoona@stmattpar.org  

James Cannava, Maintenance 

Joe Grimaldo, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

Paul G. Coletti, Co-Chair, Finance Council 

St. Vincent dePaul  Society  -  978-493-3037 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
Phone: 508-460-9255  
Fax: 508-480-8801 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, August 11 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist with Baptism  
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

  Marlborough Community Cupboard  
      Collection bins located at church entrances 
 

 Sunday, August 12 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  
 Marlborough Community Cupboard  
      Collection bins located at church entrances 
 

Wednesday, August 15 
 

 Feast for the Assumption of Mary  

      Church, 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

 Shawl Ministry  
      Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Saturday, August 18 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist 
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 
 

 Sunday, August 19 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist   
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

St. Matthias Parish  

           

Office Hours  for the Week of August 13 
 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

  Wednesday  

  9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, August 11—4:00 p.m. 

Joseph Meany — Birthday Memorial 
 

 Sunday, August 12 - 10:00 a.m. 

Teresita Barcinas — Memorial 
 

Monday, August 13 - 9:00 a.m. 

James W. Robertson — Birthday Memorial 
 

Wednesday, August 15 - 9:00 a.m. 

Janet Landers — Memorial 
 

Saturday, August 18—4:00 p.m. 

Robert L. Chute — 20th Anniversary Memorial  
 

 Sunday, August 19 - 10:00 a.m. 

Helen Grasso — Memorial  

Weekday Masses for the Week of  August 12  
 

   Weekday Mass will be held  

    Monday and Tuesday 

      9:00 a.m.  

in the  downstairs conference room AND 
 

   Wednesday (Feast of the Assumption of Mary) 

   9:00a.m. and 7:00p.m. in the Church 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 18 and August 19 
 

Proverbs 9:1–6; Ephesians 5:15–20, 5:2; John 6:51-58 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

MUSIC SELECTIONS  

 

Gathering:          

   
 

Preparation of Gifts:     
 

 

Communion:      
 

      

Recessional:            

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 

Booklet # 9, pg. 18 
 

Many and Great 

Booklet # 12, pg. 20 
  

God’s Great Care 

Booklet # 11, pg. 19 
 

Now Thank We All Our God  

Hymnal # 545 

          

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY  

WEDNESDAY , AUGUST 15 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

   9:00 A.M. AND 7:00 P.M. IN THE CHURCH  
 

 

The Immaculate Mother of God, the 
ever Virgin Mary, having completed 
the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul into heavenly 
glory.   
            Pius XII, Munificentissimus Deus 44  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_p-xii_apc_19501101_munificentissimus-deus_en.html


FROM FR. FRAN  

New Catholic Teaching on the Death Penalty 

 It used to be that the summer was a quiet time in the 

world.  These days, however, if you miss just one news 

cycle, you might miss some big stories. 

 One of the biggest stories over the last few weeks is 

Pope Francis’ statements on the Catholic response to the 

death penalty.  While the church has seen the death penalty 

only as a last resort if the safety of people is in jeopardy, 

starting with reflections by Pope St. John Paul II and 

continuing with Pope Francis, there has been a 

development of thought due to modern systems of 

incarceration. 

 It is the Catholic position that all of life is sacred from 

the womb to the last breath.  That means, even criminals 

and those who live lives far from the mandate of love 

found in the gospel are still children of God.  To take a life, 

at any stage, is wrong and now Pope Francis has declared, 

through a revised entry in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, that taking the life of a convicted criminal is now 

“inadmissible”. 

 The catechism now will read: "Recourse to the death 

penalty on the part of legitimate authority, following a fair 

trial, was long considered an appropriate response to the 

gravity of certain crimes and an acceptable, albeit extreme, 

means of safeguarding the common good… 

 "Today, however, there is an increasing awareness that 

the dignity of the person is not lost even after the 

commission of very serious crimes. In addition, a new 

understanding has emerged of the significance of penal 

sanctions imposed by the state. Lastly, more effective 

systems of detention have been developed, which ensure 

the due protection of citizens but, at the same time, do not 

definitively deprive the guilty of the possibility of 

redemption," …"Consequently, the church teaches, in the 

light of the Gospel, that 'the death penalty is inadmissible 

because it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity of 

the person,' and she works with determination for its 

abolition worldwide." 

 Pope Francis specifically requested the change to the 

catechism in October of 2017, during a speech at the 

Vatican. The death penalty, no matter how it is carried out, 

he had said, "is, in itself, contrary to the Gospel, because a 

decision is voluntarily made to suppress a human life, 

which is always sacred in the eyes of the Creator and of 

whom, in the last analysis, only God can be the true judge 

and guarantor." 

 What Pope Francis has done is to open wider the door 

of care and concern for all of human life that sometimes 

seems very narrowly focused on the beginnings of life, 

neglecting inhumane, unjust, and evil systems that threaten 

all of life, including the life of the criminal. 

 To be pro-life is to be called to action whenever and 

wherever we see people being treated in less than 

respectful, loving and compassionate ways.  This includes 

the treatment of immigrants, whether “legal” or “illegal”, 

the poor, those with different sexual orientations, those of 

all colors and races. 

 The late Cardinal Bernadin of Chicago was famous for 

putting forth the view of all life as a seamless garment.  

This consistent ethic embraced every human being, and 

today  does it not embrace all of creation, especially when 

we act in ways that destroy God’s earth. 

 Let me invite each of us to reflect on where we stand on 

the care of humanity, creation, and how, in our daily living 

we act in ways that bring God’s love and compassion to a 

hurting world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12, 2018                                           Nineteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Weekly Offertory Goal:                           $4,000.00 
 

Offertory collection of August 4 and August 5  $3153.00* 

   Of that amount WeShare donations      $ 445.00 
 

Society of St. James           $1474.00 
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass         249   
   

*This represents a deficit of  $847 .00 to reach the weekly 

offertory goal.  

August Special Collection 
August 11 and 12 — Parish Maintenance  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP        SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
 

     St. Matthias Parish community will welcome into our 

faith community  

Beckett Michael McElman and 

Anna Catherine Wilkinson 
 

 Saturday, August 11 during the  

4:00 p.m.  Celebration of the Eucharist  
 

     Please keep Beckett Michael, Anna Catherine and their 

families in your prayers as they prepare for their  

Journey of Faith.  



August 12, 2018                                          Nineteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time  

FAITH FORMATION  
       

     Registration for Faith Formation is ongoing.  Our year 

begins Sunday, September 16 with attendance at 10:00 

a.m. Mass followed by our parish picnic.  During this 

Mass catechists will receive a blessing for their service to 

your children in forming them in faith. 

     For those families who have not registered as yet 

please considering doing this soon.  It is important to 

know how many children will be in each level so we will 

have enough catechists to serve our families.  Also, 

materials need to be ordered and received in time for 

September. 

     If you have questions please contact Theresa Salafia 

at tsalafia@stmattpar.org or call the parish office, 508-

460-9255 
 

OTHER PARISH NEWS… 
 

     Mark your calendar for the parish picnic Sunday, 

September 16, following 10:00 a.m. Mass. 
 

     Get your PIE recipes ready!  We 

welcome BAKERS to submit a favorite 

pie for a chance to win a sought after 

award.  Questions?  Contact the parish 

office at 508-460-9255.  

Pray for the  

Healing of  the  s ick  
 

 

Please Pray For…      
 

Richard Abraham, Conor Canavan, Joseph Cox, Adelbert Cyr, 

Rita Dennison, George Gazza, David Giugno, Russ Hokanson, 

Fr. Mike MacEwen, Dave Mackenzie, Kay McNeill, Michael 

Messom, Betty Montgomery, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, 

Jennifer Natoli, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Andy Rivers, 

Kathleen Shine, Pedro Torres, and Jenny Weibel  
 

**Please let the office know if you would like our parish to 

pray for the health and support of your loved ones.  

FOND FAREWELL TO OUR 

FRIENDS 

CHRIS AND SUSAN O’BRIEN 
      

      To honor our friends and fellow 

parishioners, Chris and Susan O’Brien, 

before they relocate to Florida in the 

fall, friends within the parish will be 

hosting a reception in the parish hall on 

September 8, 2018, following the 4:00 p.m. Mass.  

     If you would like to take part in planning the event or if 

you would like to attend, please contact Darleen Doona at 

darleendoona@hotmail.com or 508-251-2442.    

MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD 

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD COLLECTION 
 

    The St. Matthias Parish monthly Marlborough 

Community Cupboard food collection bins will be placed at 

the church entrances this weekend August 11 and 12, to 

support our Marlborough friends and neighbors. Products 

such as tuna, peanut butter, apple sauce and raisins make for 

great lunch options while school lunch is not provided to 

many area children.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

PARISH PICNIC 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

    Please join our parish family in worship at 10:00 am 

Mass followed by a picnic on the parish grounds.  This 

yearly picnic is always a good chance to re-connect with 

families and friends of St. Matthias.  We welcome back all 

Faith Formation families and catechists on this day.  
      

Get  your  P IE  r ec ipes 

ready!  We welcome BAKERS 

to submit a favorite pie for a 

chance to win a sought after 

awardQuestions?  Contact the 

parish office at 508-460-9255.  

     

Save  the Date  
 

Saturday, September 29 — 9:00 AM 
 

St. Vincent de Paul - Friends of the Poor Walk 
 

     The St. Vincent de Paul conferences of St. Matthias and 

Immaculate Conception invite you to join us for the annual 

Friends of the Poor fundraising walk on September 29. 

Walkers meet at Immaculate Conception then walk the Rail 

Trail. We greatly appreciate your support as we help 

Marlborough residents in need.  

 Last year’s walk was quite a success and the walkers 

enjoyed the exercise and the friendship shared.  

     To register or sponsor a walker, log onto the registration 

website:  www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org.   Don’t forget to 

indicate St. Matthias as the Beneficiary of your registration.  

Register now and receive a free t-shirt. 

  

http://www.MarlboroughFOPWalk.org


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
  

 Recently our conference made a visit 

to a friend - a mother with 2 children who 

had recently lost some social security 

funding and fell behind in paying her 

monthly electric plan payment. In 

situations like hers, it is very important to keep making these 

payments because the utility company is sometimes 

forgiving as much as twice what the payment is. So a $100 

payment could result in an additional $200 being wiped off 

the past amount owed. In this case we went back to the 

utility company and made sure that if we made a payment 

she would be able to stay on the plan. This took about a half

-hour on the phone talking to 3 different people. We wound 

up paying 2 months of the plan after we helped the friend 

develop a plan/budget which would allow her to actually 

spend less than her income. The amount we paid to the 

utility company was a little over $500. 

 So far in about 16 months we have made 50 visits to 

those in need. In the vast majority of these, we have had to 

help financially in some way. We need to raise all the funds 

that we use to help these friends. Our parish has been very 

generous over the past 16 months, and we thank you. Our 

biggest fundraiser is the Friends of the Poor Walk, for which 

you have recently seen a "Save the Date" notice in the 

bulletin. The date is Saturday, September 29th with the walk 

at 10:00 a.m. and registration starting at 9:00 a.m. We are 

looking for people to walk with us and also people to make 

donations to those walking. The walk is up to 3 miles along 

the Marlborough/Hudson rail trail. You choose how far you 

want to walk. Again this year, we will be walking with the 

I.C. SVdP conference and will be starting from the parking 

lot by Meehan Hall. 

 If you want to walk with us, just to go to 

www.MarlboroughFOPwalk.org and click the blue box 

with "Register to Walk". On the next page click the "choose 

beneficiary" box. Then choose the Archdiocese of Boston 

and narrow your search by putting in St. Matthias. Our 

parish will appear, and just click "select". You will then 

have to fill in some information to register. Those who 

register before August 31st may choose to receive a t-shirt 

the day of the walk. Those who walked last year not only 

got some exercise, but also found camaraderie and a good 

time. 

 We also need people to donate to walkers. When you go 

to the website listed above, you will find a listing in blue (on 

the right hand side) of the registered walkers. Just click on 

the walker you wish to support and then make your 

donation. 

 Keep in mind that our conference is composed of 100% 

volunteers and everything we raise is spent on helping those 

in need in Marlborough. Your donation is tax deductible and 

necessary to keep helping those in need. Thank you for your 

past support and please consider us as part of your charitable 

donations. And as always, if you are not able to help in any 

other way, please pray for us and the work we do. 

   

http://www.MarlboroughFOPwalk.org

