
   

Saturday, April 2  — 4:00 p.m. 

Theresa Harris — 10th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, April  3 — 10:00 a.m. 

 Georgina Fernandez — Memorial 
 

Saturday, April 9  — 4:00 p.m. 

John Vaughey  —  14th Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, April  10 — 10:00 a.m. 

Giesin Family — Memorial 

Grandma, Grandpa, Alicia and Linda  
 

Saturday, April 2 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  
 

   Sunday, April 3 
 

  Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist   

       With Liturgy of the Word for Children 
        Church, 10:00 a.m.  

  Faith Formation—Grades 6– 8 

  Classrooms, 6:00 — 7:15 p.m.  
 

Tuesday, April 5    

 Knights of Columbus Meeting 
              Parish Hall,  7:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday, April 6 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
              Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m.  

 Baptism Instruction  
              Parish Hall,  7:00 p.m.  
 

 Thursday, April 7 
 

 Choir Rehearsal  
              Church, 7:00 p.m.  

 Bereavement Group 
              Downstairs Conference Room,  7:00 p.m.  

 

  Saturday, April 9 
 

 Confirmation Retreat  

    Parish Hall, 1:00 p.m. 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
  Church, 4:00 p.m.  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  
  Bins available at Church entrances  

 First Eucharist Retreat  

    Parish Hall, following 4:00 p.m. Mass 

 

   Sunday, April 10 
 

  Faith Formation—Grades 1 — 5 

  Classrooms, 8:30 a.m.—9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  with Rite of Full 

Communion into the Catholic Church 
       Church, 10:00 a.m.  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard Collection  
  Bins available at Church entrances  

  

 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Weekday Masses for the Week of April 4 

 

 

  Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
 

9:00 a.m.  

Downstairs Conference Room  
 

                   

 

You are encouraged to pray these readings at home during 

the week as you reflect on this Sunday’s Word and prepare 

to celebrate next week’s Eucharist. 
 

Readings for April 3, 2nd Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 5:12-16; Revelation 1:9-11A, 12-13, 17-19; 

John 20:19-31 
 

Readings for April 10, 3rd Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 5:27-32, 40B-41; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

INTENTIONS OF THE  

EUCHARIST 

THIS WEEK AT  

ST. MATTHIAS 

Office Hours — Week of  April  4 
  

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
  

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. — Noon  
 

          Our Easter Season Worship Booklet contains all the 

music and prayers for our Eucharistic celebrations. We will 

use this booklet in conjunction with our hymnal.  As you 

follow along in the booklet during Mass, you will find a 

listing of hymn numbers for the appropriate moments. 

Please return booklets to the racks in the pews after Mass. 

EASTER SEASON WORSHIP BOOKLETS  



APRIL 3, 2016 

FROM FR. FRAN 

 Happy Easter Season! 

 

While Holy Week and the Easter Triduum are in the 

books, the Easter Season itself is just beginning!  Over the 

fifty day season our parish will be celebrating First 

Communion, Confirmation, Infant Baptisms and the 

welcoming of candidates from different faith communities 

into full communion with the Catholic Church by way of 

Confirmation and Eucharist.  It will be a busy and joyful 

time! 

Our Triduum and Easter Sunday Celebrations were 

extraordinarily beautiful and faith-filled.  While we owe a 

lot to the Holy Spirit for that, we also need to thank the 

many parishioners who volunteered their time, energy and 

talent over the last few weeks to set the stage beautifully for 

the Holy Spirit’s work.  Our Triduum Committee worked 

wonderfully together to gather people from all over the 

parish and from all age groups to prepare our great 

celebrations.  Our liturgical and musical ministries gave 

joyfully of themselves to insure that our liturgies went 

smoothly, prayerfully, and that our Assembly was filled 

with wonderful song.  The return of our Children’s Choir 

was a wonderful addition to our 9 AM Easter Mass. Behind 

the scenes, our ministers of Environment prepared the 

church beautifully for all the different celebrations.  Our 

ushers and hospitality ministers made sure everyone was 

welcomed and kept everything running smoothly in “crowd 

control”. Our Office Staff took on extra printing and other 

duties as well.  And our Easter Bunny helpers made sure 

the Egg Hunt and Coffee Socials were great events for all. 

Elsewhere in the bulletin you will find a list of names 

of all those who took part in these preparations.  I can’t 

express enough my thanks and congratulations to them for 

a job well done.  But it was more than “a job” it was a 

ministry on behalf of the entire parish family.  So, thank 

you folks for making our celebrations so joyous and 

prayerful! 
 

Congratulations to the Newly Baptized! 

Those who were at the Easter Vigil witnessed the 

wonderful baptism of Elizabeth and Elijah O’Connell-Hill.  

These eight year old twins and their parents are wonderful 

examples to us of growing in the faith.  Congratulations and 

blessings to them as they begin this new chapter in their 

faith journey together. 

Some parishioners were curious as to why the children 

were also confirmed and received the Eucharist at their 

baptism rather than later in life with their peer group.  From 

the beginnings of the Church, Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist have been linked together as the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  For various reasons they have become separated 

over the centuries when it comes to the initiation of 

 

children.  In the earliest days entrance into the church was 

primarily by adults, and in fact, in our present day, the 

ordinary form of baptism is for adults.  However, it was not 

long before entire families were coming into the faith, so it 

was natural that infants be baptized, confirmed and receive 

Eucharist  along with everyone else. In the Eastern Rite 

churches this pattern for infants is still in place. 

In the western church, it was Confirmation that first got 

separated from the other two sacraments, largely because of 

the lack of availability of a bishop to preside over the 

sacraments.  In the beginning, the communities were small 

enough that they would have a bishop.  When Christianity 

spread, the Confirmation part of Christian Initiation was 

reserved for when the bishop traveled to the location.  We 

still keep that tradition today, for the most part. 

In our day, Eucharist got separated out from Baptism as 

well. Somehow we came to see Eucharist and Confirmation 

as “rites of passage” sacraments, something they were 

never meant to be.  So, to make a long story short, Vatican 

II called for the renewal of the Sacraments of Initiation and 

desired that all those who have reached “the age of 

reason” (in the US, age 7 or so) would go through a period 

of the catechumenate and receive all three sacraments of 

Initiation together, as is the ancient custom.  So that is the 

reason behind Elizabeth and Elijah’s celebration of all three 

sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 

 

A Winter’s Tale 

With the winter behind us (fingers crossed) our parish 

needs to deal with some issues that popped up.  On the 

bright side, with such a tame winter, we have saved money 

on heating and plowing.  On the bad side, winter didn’t 

leave without making a mark.  In the next few weeks there 

will be $1,5000 worth of repairs to the church and rectory 

roofs, as the winter winds took some of our shingles away. 

During the cold spell we had a power outage which 

dropped the temperature in the boiler room drastically.  As 

a result a coil burst in the unit that supplies heat to the 

parish hall. A pump also had to be rebuilt, bringing our 

grand total to around 5 thousand dollars in repairs.  We are 

working with the archdiocese to see if some of this is 

covered by insurance. Just when that got taken care of, we 

needed about 11 hundred dollars worth of  plumbing 

repairs!  All in all, I think we will come out ahead of last 

winter. It just proves that, once again, once you reach the 

age of fifty, things start falling apart! 



SECOND SUNDAY  OF EASTER 

     Congratulations to Elizabeth and Elijah O'Connell-Hill 

who entered our Catholic Christian community during the 

Easter Vigil through Baptism, Eucharist and 

Confirmation. 

     Our prayers and congratulations go forth to Maria 

Mendez, Debra Hartford and Derek Greska who will 

complete their initiation into the Catholic faith through 

reception of Confirmation and Eucharist on Sunday, April 

10 during the 10:00 a.m. Mass.   

     Saturday, April 9 our First Eucharist children and 

Confirmation candidates will participate in their retreats in 

preparation for their reception of the sacraments.   

     The Confirmation retreat will begin at 1:00 p.m. The 

First Eucharist retreat will begin with attendance at the 

4:00 p.m. Mass.  Both groups will join together for a light 

supper following Mass.  The Confirmation candidates will 

assist the children with their banners.  Also, during this time 

together Fay DiNitto will demonstrate how the bread-

making ministry provides us with the bread for Eucharist. 
 

     Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, April 3 are: 
 

Grades 1—5                      8:30 - 9:45 a.m. 

Grades 6, 7, 8                    6:00 - 7:15 p.m. 

  

 Pray for  the  Heal ing   

of  the  s ick  
 

Please Pray For... 
 

    Donny Courteville, Connie Cyr, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

John Gifford, Joe Gillis, Russ Hokanson, Kathryn Keeler, 

David Martin, Frank Mangan, Margaret McNeil, Betty 

Montgomery, and Jean Peltak. 
  

    To add someone to this prayer list, please call the parish 

office 508-460-9255 or email admin@stmattpar.org.  
 

       FAITH FORMATION  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                $4,000.00 

 

Total Collection of March 19, 20.....…………....  $4,015.00         

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were        $   925.00 

Total Parish Maintenance—March 19, 20….…....$2,378.00  

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were        $   582.00 

Parishioners celebrating Mass March 19, 20...        407 
 

Total Collection—CRS Rice Bowl—March 23….$  438.00 

 

Total Collection—Holy Land—March 24……..   $  604.00 

   Of that amount ParishPay donations were          $  100.00 
 

Total Collection—Easter Masses March 26, 27.....$ 3,857.00 

     Of that amount ParishPay donations were         $  195.00 

Parishioners celebrating Masses March 26, 27....        638 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY FINANCIALS 
 

Total Income for the Month of February                 $28,508*       

Total Expenses for the Month of February              $26,855 

                      Net Income:                    $  1,653 

*This total includes total February offertory of $20,481 

which is $4,461 above goal.  
 

2016 GRAND ANNUAL  
  Goal:                                               $80,000.00 

 

Total Pledged:                                       $54,965.00 

Total Received:                                     $52,550.00 

Total Number to Reach Goal:               $25,035.00 

Number of Families Pledged:                 104 
 

 

 

2016 CATHOLIC APPEAL 
 Goal: $19,352 
 

 Total pledged: $18,815 

 In pew campaign goal: 37 

 In pew campaign participation: 88 

 

The newly baptized Elizabeth and Elijah O’Connell-Hill 

with Faith Formation Director, Theresa Salafia. 



 MARLBOROUGH COMMUNITY CUPBOARD  
  

     Next weekend, April 9 and 10, collection 

bins for the Marlborough Community 

Cupboard Collection will be set up by the 

church entrances.             

     The parish collection is vital in the 

nourishment to many friends and neighbors in our 

community who look to the Cupboard for support. Thank 

you for your continued generosity.  

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

       

 

 

 

 

     The Easter Season has at last begun and will continue 

until Pentecost Sunday on May 15.  A visible expression of 

the joy of the Easter Season is the beautiful arrangement of 

flowers that adorn the church.    You may help offset the 

cost of the flowers with an Easter flower donation.  Your 

contribution may be made in honor of a deceased loved one 

or other special intention.  Envelopes may be found at the 

church entrances or you may use one of the purple 

envelopes found in the pews.  Simply place your 

contribution in the envelope, mark it “Easter Flowers” put 

your name and the names of those you wish to honor on it 

and drop it in the collection basket.  All contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU 

 

EASTER SPECIAL COLLECTION 

 CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT 

TRUST  

 
     The Easter collection for the Clergy Health and 

Retirement Trust supports the health and well-being of our 

614 active and senior diocesan priests.  Thanks to your 

generosity, our parish raised $3,857.00 in support for all our 

priests who faithfully serve our Catholic family in the 

Archdiocese of Boston.  Our parish contribution will have a 

significant impact on the quality of life programs we are able 

to provide for our priests.  If you were out of town this past 

weekend, or did not have the opportunity to participate, you 

are welcome to make a gift online at clergyfunds.org or 

simply text PRIEST to 56512 (msg. & data rates may apply).   

   On behalf of all our priests, thank you for your generous 

support of the Clergy Health and Retirement Trust.  


