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Celebrations of the Eucharist 

 The Lord’s Day 

      Saturday Vigil:     4:00 p.m.  

  Sunday:     10:00 a.m.  
 

 Liturgy of the Word for Children 

       Liturgy of the Word for Children is Celebrated at the   

  10:00 a.m. Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month     

  (October through April) 
 

 Weekday 

       Monday, Tuesday, and Friday:   9: 00 a.m.  
 

 Holy Day 

       9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

Saint Matthias Parish 
409 Hemenway St.  

Marlborough, MA 01752 
508-460-9255 

Mission Statement 

To live out the message of Jesus Christ and become, in fact and 

appearance, a true Christian community. 

 

Faith Formation 

Faith formation is a lifelong process: an ongoing interaction with 

God’s creative goodness. We allow the Gospel to transform us 

and then bring transformation to the world. The Faith Formation 

Program at St. Matthias Parish provides opportunities to grow as 

individuals and as a community. We offer classroom sessions for 

children, a comprehensive Confirmation program,   

intergenerational learning in a variety of formats, and an adult 

enrichment program. For more information, contact Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Community Prayer Line 

Our prayer line, coordinated by Marie Mangan (978-562-2891), 

offers prayers for you, your loved ones and friends.  Requests 

may also be placed in the "Prayer Request" box at the rear of the 

Church.  All requests will be kept confidential. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Those who are not baptized or have been baptized into another 

Christian community and are interested in learning more about 

initiation into the Catholic faith are invited to speak with Theresa 

Salafia (tsalafia@stmattpar.org). 

 

Infant Baptism 

Our parish celebrates the sacrament of Baptism for infants and 

children under the age of 7 at regularly scheduled Sunday 

Masses.  Please call Deacon Doug at any time during pregnancy 

or at least two months in advance for information on baptismal 

catechesis and the choosing of godparents. 

 

Adult Confirmation 

Adults desiring to complete their Christian Initiation with the 

sacrament of Confirmation are encouraged to contact Fr. Fran 

 

Reconciliation 

This sacrament of God’s infinite forgiveness, also known as 

Penance and Confession, is celebrated on Saturdays at 3:15PM or 

by appointment with Fr. Fran. Communal celebrations of the 

sacrament occur during Advent and Lent. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

The Church encourages all who are ill, about to undergo surgery, 

or confined to their homes due to illness to be prayed over and 

anointed with sacred oil.  This can take place at a parish Mass, in 

the home or in the hospital. Please speak with Fr. Fran for more 

details. 

 

Marriage 

Congratulations to engaged couples!  Please contact Fr. Fran 

eight months to a year before your wedding to plan a program of 

marriage preparation. 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

We invite you to share in our life as a Eucharistic Community. 

Please complete a registration card found at the church entrances 

or register at the parish office.  We look forward to welcoming 

you to our parish community. 

 



THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, April 21 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, April 22 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 

Tuesday, April 24 
 

 First Eucharist Rehearsal for Students receiving 

the Sacrament on Saturday, April 28 
   Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, April 25 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
   Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 

 First Eucharist Rehearsal for Students receiving 

the Sacrament on Sunday, April 29 
   Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, April 26 
 

 Choir Rehearsal 
      Church, 7:00 p.m.   

 

Saturday, April 28 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  with First Eucharist  
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 Sunday, April 29 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  with First Eucharist 
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

      

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Office Hours  for the Week of April 22 
 

 

 Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. —  Noon 

 

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, April 21 — 4:00 p.m. 

Bob Sears — Anniversary Memorial  

 

Sunday, April 22 — 10:00 a.m.  

People of St. Matthias Parish   

  

Saturday, April 28 — 4:00 p.m. 

Richard Beatrice — 1st Anniversary Memorial  

 

Sunday, April 29 — 10:00 a.m.  

 Florence Scharber — Memorial  

Weekday Mass for the Week of April 22 

 

Weekday Mass will be held  

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m.   

In the downstairs conference room  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Readings for Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 28 and April 29  

 

Acts 9:26-31; 1 John: 3:18-24; John 15:1-8  
 CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 
 

        The Worship Aid for the Easter Season is available in 

the pews’ bookrack. This booklet contains Mass responses 

as well as our musical selections.  Lift your voices in 

celebration.  Please return the booklet to the bookrack at the 

end of Mass. Thank you.  



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

    
      First Eucharist is scheduled for Saturday, April 

28 at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 29 at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Rehearsals dates are: 

 

    For those children receiving Eucharist on Saturday, 

April 28, rehearsal is Tuesday, April 24 at 7:00 pm in 

church. 

 

 For those children receiving Eucharist on Sunday,  

April 29, rehearsal is Wednesday April 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

in church. 

 

 

     The Sacrament of Confirmation will 

administered by Bishop Robert Reed Sunday, May 27 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

     Confirmation rehearsal is Wednesday, May 23 at  

7:00 p.m. in church. If   possible sponsors should be in 

attendance at rehearsal.  If sponsors are unable to 

attend a parent or other adult should accompany the 

candidate. 

EASTER FLOWERS   
 

     The Easter season is filled with joy as 

we reflect upon the incredible sacrifice 

Christ made for us.  A small part of that 

Easter joy are the beautiful arrangements of 

flowers adorning the church.  The floral 

displays last throughout the 50 days of the Easter season.  

You may help offset the cost of the flowers with an Easter 

flower donation. Your contribution may be made in honor 

of a deceased loved one or other special intention.  

Envelopes may be found at the church entrances.  Simply 

place your contribution in the envelope, put your name 

and the names of those you wish to honor on it and drop it 

in the collection basket.  Contributions may also be made 

on-line through WeShare. All contributions are greatly 

appreciated. 

Pray for the 

Healing  

of  the s ick 
 

Please Pray For…      
 

Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle Family, Conor 

Canavan, Elisangela Cardoso, Peggy Cronin, Delia Cruz, 

Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Rita Dennison, Clara Mae Dickerson, 

Grace Dowd,  Doyle Family, Jack Duprey, Trevor Faulls, 

Colin Fawkes, Jason Fournier, John Gifford, Hannah Gluck, 

Philomena Hedin, Russ Hokanson, Cristina Janunas, Emma 

Johnson, Margaret Little, Mary Martocci, Emma Larrivee, 

Maura McGuiness, Holly McIntyre, Kay McNeill, Roger 

Melenson, Michael Messom, Steven Meuse, Glenn Molloy, 

Donna Morgan, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Bob O’Connor, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Matt 

Pendergast, Janet Pilecki, Michael Pilecki, Andy Rivers, Lois 

Schofield, Benjamin Smith, Edward Suzano, Andrew Tivnan, 

Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, Jenny Weibel and Robert Vona. 

 LETTER FROM THE ST. MATTHIAS 

CHAPTER OF ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY  
 

      This weekend, St. Matthias Parish will hold a special 

collection at mass to support the St. Vincent DePaul 

Society, which has come to the aid of many neighbors in the 

area who are in need of short-term monetary support due to 

illness, transition, loss of employment, etc.  If you would 

like to make a donation outside of this collection, there is a 

donation  box labeled St. Vincent de Paul at the back of the 

church, which receives donations.  At each entrance to the 

church there are St. Vincent de Paul envelopes which can be 

used at any mass collection. Our conference has also 

recently been added to the "We Share" site for those who 

like to pay online. You may access WeShare link on the St. 

Matthias Parish website: www.stmattpar.org.  

       Thank you for your continued support and know that 

you are in our prayers. Continue to keep us in your prayers 

that we stay focused on showing the face of God to those in 

need.  Regards,  Dale Dolesh  

FAITH FORMATION  

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                           $4,000.00 

Total Collection of April 14 and April 15     $4,420.33 * 

 Of that amount WeShare donation       $1,963.33  
 

Parishioners celebrating Mass April 14 and April 15... 265 
 

*This represents a surplus of  $480.33 over the weekly 

offertory goal.  Thank you.  

 
Special Collection for April  

 

April 21 and 22—St. Vincent DePaul Collection  



FROM FR. FRAN  

 One of the joys of the Easter season is the celebration of 

the Sacraments of Initiation, namely Baptism, Eucharist 

and Confirmation.  All over the world new adult Catholics 

celebrated these sacraments at the Easter Vigil, and now 

young people who were baptized as infants will celebrate 

First Eucharist and Confirmation according to the customs 

of their particular dioceses. 

 Here in the Archdiocese of Boston we usually celebrate 

First Eucharist  when children reach the second grade or 

higher, with Confirmation usually coming in the middle 

high school years. 

While wonderful moments in the spiritual growth of 

youngsters, for some reason we tend to equate the reception 

of the sacraments with advancing in the faith in a “graded” 

way.  This is especially true of Confirmation, which we 

often see as an achievement of adulthood in the Church.  

However, Confirmation is much more than a rite of 

passage, as  a brief look into the current and ancient history 

of the Sacraments of Initiation will show. 

 In the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), 

which governs the current practice of initiation in the 

Roman Catholic Church, all three Sacraments of Initiation 

are celebrated at once, with Confirmation coming before 

Eucharist, in accord with its ancient origins.  (There is a 

move in many dioceses to restore this order for young 

people as well). 

The “stand-alone” celebration of Confirmation for 

young people with which we are familiar has been floating 

around in the sacramental practice of the church in the 

United States for many years.  (In my experience, seventh 

and eighth graders were confirmed together.  Perhaps your 

experience was similar). 

The original split of the Sacraments of Initiation from 

one another had more to do with the availability of the 

local bishop than any theological reason.  In the early 

church it was the bishop who presided over initiation into 

the faith and, while there was some baptism of children, the 

normal practice was to baptize, confirm and share the 

Eucharist with adults. 

As Christianity spread, it was logistically impossible 

for bishops to continue this practice. Delegation was given 

to the parish priest to baptize and administer the Eucharist, 

while the Rite of Confirmation was reserved for when the 

bishop would be able to visit a parish.  It’s easy to see that, 

over time, this separation developed into what we have 

today, with infants being baptized, young children sharing 

the Eucharist, and older children, teenagers, receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, which, in many places, is still 

reserved to the bishop or a priest designated by the bishop. 

      

     This separation never took place in the Eastern Rite 

Catholic Church.  So, to this day, whether adult or 

newborn, a candidate for initiation receives all three 

sacraments together. In the West there has been a shift to 

reclaim this unity of the Sacraments of Initiation which the 

East never lost. While acknowledging the common practice 

of baptizing infants, the revised rites of the Roman Catholic 

Church continue the ancient tradition of the primacy of the 

initiation of adults. 

Regardless of when and at what stage of a person’s 

life the Sacraments of Initiation are celebrated, their 

theological and spiritual purpose is to unite an individual 

with the power of the Holy Spirit working within them and 

the Church. 

Pope Francis put this very well when responding 

recently to a question posed by a young girl named 

Carlotta.  She asked: “When we are baptized, we become 

children of God. People who aren’t baptized, are they not 

children of God?”  After first asking Carlotta what her 

heart was telling her, (which was yes, they too are children 

of God), Francis explained that everyone is a child of God 

even though sometimes some people “prefer to behave like 

children of the devil”. 

He continued: “ God created everyone, loves everyone 

and put in everyone’s heart a conscience so they would 

recognize what is good and distinguish it from what is 

bad.” The difference, he said, is that “when you were 

baptized, the Holy Spirit entered into that conscience and 

reinforced your belonging to God and, in that sense you 

became more of a daughter of God because you’re a child 

of God like everyone, but with the strength of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

So let us pray that the young women and men of our 

parish, as they prepare to receive the sacraments of 

Eucharist and Confirmation, may welcome the Holy Spirit 

into their lives each day as they grow in the knowledge and 

love of God.  May the sacraments they receive strengthen 

them and have a deep and lasting effect upon their lives.  

May they continue to grow into the children of God whom 

God created them to be. 

APRIL 22, 2018 



     SCRAPBOOKING SATURDAY  

SATURDAY , JUNE 9— 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH HALL 
 

     Would you like to spend a few hours 

away from home to make a dent in those 

piles of photos waiting for albums? Trying 

to find time to catch up on those unfinished 

scrapbooks? Our Scrapbooking Saturday is 

just for you! 

    Enjoy an atmosphere of fellowship, laughter, and of 

course, time to work on your scrapbooks! We hope 

you will join us for a wonderful day of scrapbooking 

on June 9, 2018 at St. Matthias Parish Hall, Marlboro, 

MA from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The cost per person is 

$35.00 and proceeds will benefit the St. Matthias St. 

Vincent dePaul Society, a conference whose work is to 

provide  assistance to the needy in Marlboro.  For 

more information, please contact Jackie Tolan at (508)

633-3852 or at tolansvdp@aol.com. 

ART & ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY  

NEEDS YOU! 
 

     Do you have a green thumb?  Do you have a 

creative spirit?  Do you enjoy floral arranging?  If you 

answered yes to any of these questions we could use 

your help.  We are looking for a few people to assist 

with the design and maintenance of Art & Environment 

for the church.  There are a variety of ways to help out 

from simple plantings and watering to design of floral 

displays for the tabernacle.  If you would like to help 

out please contact the parish office.  Thank you in 

advance for donating your time and talent. 

OUR FATHER’S TABLE  

TUESDAY , MAY 8 

NEW HOPE CHURCH — (204 MAIN ST.)  
  

    St. Matthias Parish community members will be 

hosting Our Father’s Table on Tuesday, May 8 

beginning at 4:00 p.m. If you are interested in being a 

server, cook or if you are able to bake desserts for the 

folks who attend, please contact Sue Dolesh for further 

details  via email:  daledolesh@gmail.com.   
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