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THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHIAS 
 

Saturday, March 31 
 

 Easter Vigil Mass 
      Church, 8:00 p.m. 
  

Easter Sunday, April 1 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
         Church, 9:00 a.m. 

 Easter Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
         Church, 11:00 a.m. 

 

 Monday, April 2 
 

 Parish office will be closed  
      Observance of Easter   
 

Wednesday, April 4 
 

 Shawl Ministry 
   Downstairs Conference Room, 6:45 p.m. 
 

Saturday, April 7 
 

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
      Church, 4:00 p.m. 

 First Eucharist Student Retreat   
      Church, 4:00 p.m. / Parish Hall, 5:00 p.m.  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard   
      Collection bins at the church entrances 
 

 Sunday, April 8 

 

 Faith Formation — Grades 1, 3, 4, and 5  
      Classrooms  8:30 a.m. — 9:45 a.m.  

 Celebration of the Eucharist  
         Church, 10:00 a.m. 

 Coffee Social    

         Parish Hall, following Mass  

 Marlborough Community Cupboard   
      Collection bins at the church entrances 

 Extraordinary Ministers of the Cup — Chat Session 
      Classroom, 11:15  a..m. 

 Confirmation Candidate Dinner with Families and 

 Sponsors 
      Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

ST. MATTHIAS PARISH, MARLBOROUGH, MA 

Office Hours  for the Week of April 2 
 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday  

 9:00 a.m. —  Noon 

 

 
 

The Parish Office will be closed  

Monday, April 2 

In Observance of the Easter Holiday   

INTENTIONS OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Saturday, March 31 — 8:00 p.m. 
 

People of St. Matthias  
 

Sunday, April 1 — 9:00 a.m.  
 

Grace and Frank O’Brien — Memorial  
 

Sunday, April 1 — 11:00 a.m.  
 

Yolanda Lorke — 90th Birthday Memorial  
 

Saturday, April 7 — 4:00 p.m. 
 

Judith Kossuth — 1st Anniversary Memorial  
 

Sunday, April 8 — 10:00 a.m.  
 

Elaine Pilecki — 1st Anniversary Memorial  
 

Weekday Mass for the Week of  April 2 
 

Weekday Mass will be held  

Tuesday and Friday 

9:00 a.m.   

In the downstairs conference room  

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Readings for Sunday of Divine Mercy  

April 7 and April 8 

 

 Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6;  John 20:19-31 

WELCOME TO ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 
 

    Happy Easter! The St. Matthias Parish community 

welcomes you, your family and friends, to our Easter 

Masses, the holiest of our Christian celebrations.  May 

God bless you and your family this Easter and we look 

forward to seeing you throughout the year.     

        EASTER SUNDAY SOCIAL   
 

     On Easter Sunday, April 1, the St. Matthias 

Parish Coffee Social Ministry invites the parish 

community, friends and visitors, to join together in 

the parish  hall  following the 9:00 a.m. Mass to 

enjoy some breakfast fare, coffee and conversation.       
 

                      All are welcome.  



FROM FR. FRAN  

Welcome to our celebrations of the great mystery of 

Christ’s resurrection.  Let me extend warmest Easter 

blessings to everyone from the St. Matthias Parish Staff. 

Whether you celebrate with us weekly or on an occasional 

basis, or are here visiting family and friends, know how 

much your presence means to the entire parish this day. 

Since that morning when he rose, Christ has been 

calling disciples to do his work in the world.  We are the 

latest in a long line of believers who are challenged to take 

up his call to love and serve.  This is all the more 

challenging as we live through the difficulties of the 

present moment. Yet, as Catholic Christians, we are always 

people of hope, for our faith tells us that even in the midst 

of wars and threats of wars, Christ is risen.  Even as gun 

violence continues to take the lives of our youngsters, 

Christ is risen. Even when refugees and exiles flee to 

countries that shut them out, Christ is risen.  Even when 

women and men continue to experience prejudice, 

discrimination, and exploitation, Christ is risen.  Even as 

we struggle with a great divide within our nation, Christ is 

risen. 

This belief in the risen Christ doesn’t mean we sit back 

and let God take care of everything.  If we did that, we 

would be greatly disappointed, for Christ continues to work 

in the world through us, through our words and actions on 

his behalf. 

He calls us to reach out and become more involved in 

our communities, to build them up, whether they are the 

communities of city, church, family, school or workplace.  

He calls us to share what we have, no matter how little or 

how much.  He calls us, not to retreat and feel helpless in 

the midst of the world’s problems, but speak to the issues 

of violence, discrimination exploitation, and rejection as 

we find them playing out in our lives and our communities. 

He invites us to reboot our lives in the light of Easter. 

For Catholic Christians, the most important community 

to which we belong is our Church and, in particular, our 

parish. If a parish is doing the work of God well, it will be 

open to all people, it will be striving to develop into a more 

caring community, it will reach out, not only to its own 

members, but to those in need throughout the neighborhood 

and the world.  There are many in this community of St. 

Matthias who have dedicated their time, treasure and talent 

into building such a community.  Let me thank all 

parishioners from the bottom of my heart for your example 

of caring, community and outreach.  Let me invite those 

who visit us on an occasional basis to think about coming 

to celebrate the Eucharist with us more often. 

 The best kept secret around is that participating here at 

the table of the Lord, with sisters and brothers who have 

the same struggles and joys, can open up a whole new 

world of welcome, support and connection for us.   It is 

here in this place that we get to know our brother Christ, 

receive him into our lives, and then go back out into the 

world as changed people, as renewed and hopeful disciples, 

ready to do our part in bringing Christ’s love into a hurting 

world. 

 

 

APRIL 1, 2018 

PARISH FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

Weekly Offertory Goal:                    $4,000.00 
 

Due to the early submission for this Easter bulletin, the 

financials for the weekend of March 24 and March 25 

will be included in next week’s bulletin.   
 

CLERGY HEALTH AND RETIREMENT TRUST:   

EASTER COLLECTION 2018  
 

     The 590 diocesan priests in our Archdiocese are 

always there for us, sharing Christ’s good news, 

performing good works and building strong communities 

of good faith.  Remember priests who have made a 

meaningful difference in your life, and consider honoring 

them with a generous gift in today’s collection.  If you 

prefer, you may donate $25 through your cell phone by 

texting the word PRIESTS25 to 20222 (msg. & data rates 

may apply).  Please follow us on Facebook 

“@ClergyTrust.” Thank you for your prayers and 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST   

WORSHIP BOOKLET 
 
 

        The Worship Aid for the Easter Season is available in 

the pews’ bookrack. This booklet contains Mass responses 

as well as our musical selections.  Lift your voices in 

celebration.  Please return the booklet to the bookrack at the 

end of Mass. Thank you.  



EASTER SUNDAY  

FAITH FORMATION  
  
 

 Easter joy to our Saint Matthias family from the Faith 

Formation children and catechists. 
 

 There are no Faith Formation gatherings Sunday, 

April 1, 2018. 
 

 The First Eucharist Retreat is Saturday, April 

7.  Children and families will attend 4:00 pm mass 

followed by a light supper, banner making, music 

rehearsal and bread making demonstration in the parish 

hall.  Please remember these children and their families as 

they prepare for reception of Eucharist on the weekend of 

April 28 and April 29. 
 

 Confirmation candidates, their families, and their 

chosen sponsors  will gather for a special meal and 

presentation on Sunday, April 8 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

parish hall.  Your prayers are requested for these 

candidates who will receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation administered by Bishop Robert Reed on 

Sunday, May 27 at 10:00 a.m. 
  

 Faith Formation gatherings for Sunday, April 8: 
  

       Grades 1, 3, 4, and 5  (no First Eucharist class)   

           8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.  
  
   

     A portion of this day’s meeting for Grades 3, 4 and 5 is 

a safety presentation given by Sgt. Bill Gallant-Waltham 

Police Dept. Parents and guardians are encouraged to 

attend. 

  

 April 8 is the final Faith Formation session for the 

2017-2018 Faith Formation year.        

EASTER FLOWERS   
 

     The Easter season is filled with joy as 

we reflect upon the incredible sacrifice 

Christ made for us.  Just one small part of 

that Easter joy is the beautiful arrangements of flowers 

adorning the church.  With the weather we have been 

experiencing of late these flowers are likely the only sign 

of spring we may see for a while.  You may help offset 

the cost of the flowers with an Easter flower donation. 

Your contribution may be made in honor of a deceased 

loved one or other special intention.  Envelopes may be 

found at the church entrances.  Simply place your 

contribution in the envelope, put your name and the 

names of those you wish to honor on it and drop it in the 

collection basket.  Contributions may also be made on-

line through WeShare. All contributions are greatly 

appreciated. 

EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

BY DEACON PAUL COLETTI 
     

     The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night is the high point of 

our Triduum celebration. We wait patiently for darkness to 

come so that we can commemorate and celebrate the rising 

of Jesus from the dead.  The priest, deacons, and 

congregation gather outside of the church in darkness.  The 

priest is assisted by a deacon and minister at the fire 

prepared outside the church.  The lights inside the church 

are off.  Our new Paschal Candle is blessed and lit by the 

priest proclaiming “May the light of Christ rising in glory 

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.”  Candles are 

available for all serving at the mass and for the 

congregation.  We enter the darkened church by the flame 

of the Paschal Candle which represents the light of Christ in 

the world.  We use the light from the Paschal Candle to light 

candles for all in the assembly.   

     The priest or deacon then prays aloud the Easter 

Proclamation prayer known as the “Exsultet.”  The entire 

community then listens with lit candle in hand in the still 

darkened church to the Word of God.  Our Liturgy of the 

Word consists of eight readings and an accompanying 

responsorial psalm and the Gospel reading.  We meditate 

with joy on all the wonders that God has done for humanity 

from the beginning of creation.  Following the seventh 

reading the church is lit and the priest invites the entire 

community and the choir to sing the “Gloria.”  There is 

clearly a feeling of happiness and joy from contemplation of 

the loving messages of the readings that we have just heard, 

and the light of the church that precedes the Gospel reading 

of the risen Christ, the true light of the world 

     After the homily the baptismal water is blessed by the 

priest and the Litany of Saints is sung by our community.  

The faithful are then invited to renew their baptismal 

promises by responding to faith questions addressed to us 

from Father Fran.  We are then blessed with the holy water, 

either by approaching the baptismal font and blessing our 

self, or as a community as Father Fran makes his way 

through the assembly blessing us with the holy water.   

     Our celebration continues with the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist culminating in our reception of the Body and 

Blood of our risen Lord, risen for us at this Easter Vigil.  

We commemorate our Lord’s resurrection at all masses 

during the year, but the Easter Vigil is something special.  

Perhaps it is the joy that we feel that night just a few short 

days after feeling sadness from the commemoration of our 

Lord’s passion and death.   

     Jesus’ death and resurrection has reconciled humanity to 

God.  Our relationship with God has been restored through 

this loving mercy of God the Father and Jesus.  As disciples 

of Jesus we are called to bring the joy that we feel at the 

Easter Vigil outside our church doors to the world through 

our own acts toward others that reflect the mercy and 

forgiveness of our loving Savior, Jesus Christ.  



Pray for the Healing  

of  the s ick 

Please Pray For…      
Richard Abraham, Joyce Belliveau, Boyle Family, 

Conor Canavan, Elisangela Cardoso, Peggy 

Cronin, Delia Cruz, Connie Cyr, Del Cyr, Rita Dennison, 

Clara Mae Dickerson, Grace Dowd,  Doyle Family, Jack 

Duprey, Trevor Faulls, Colin Fawkes, Lee Ann Fital, John 

Gifford, Hannah Gluck, Philomena Hedin, Russ Hokanson, 

Cristina Janunas, Emma Johnson, Kathryn Keeler, Mary 

Martocci, Emma Larrivee, Maura McGuiness, Holly 

McIntyre, Kay McNeill, Roger Melenson, Michael Messom, 

Glenn Molloy, Theresa Morrill, Deborah Natoli, Jennifer 

Natoli, Bob O’Connor, Theresa Perry, Jean Peltak, Matt 

Pendergast, Janet Pilecki, Michael Pilecki, Andy Rivers, Lois 

Schofield, Benjamin Smith, Edward Suzano, Andrew Tivnan, 

Ray Thomas, Trunfio Family, Jenny Weibel and Robert Vona. 

   EASTER SUNDAY 

BY DEACON PAUL  
 

    Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  The Paschal Mystery 

has two aspects.  First, Jesus freed us from sin by his dying on 

the cross, offering Himself to God the Father for the 

forgiveness of humanity’s sins.  Second, by his resurrection 

Jesus opens a new way of life for us, reconciling us to God the 

Father.  We have been justified by Jesus’ death and 

resurrection.  We have been both freed from sin and reinstated 

in God’s grace in this risen newness of life.   

     Jesus was raised to newness of life by the Glory of God the 

Father.  By Christ’s resurrection we too are invited to new life 

as children of God, to share in the graces offered to us by God 

and to be disciples of Jesus in the world today.  

     Christ rose from the dead, not just for that Easter Sunday 

2000 years ago and not just for the 40 days until His ascension 

into heaven.  Christ is risen today on Easter Sunday 2018 and 

beyond.  He is among us calling us to live the same message 

that He preached 2000 years ago, a message of love of God, a 

message of love of others, acceptance of others as God’s loving 

creations, and forgiveness of others.  Jesus preached 

forgiveness of others during his life and Jesus showed 

forgiveness of others by his death on the cross.   

     The challenge for us as Catholic Christians is to strive to 

faithfully live out Jesus’ message of love in the ordinary and 

not so ordinary events of everyday life, to acknowledge our 

own imperfections realizing that we do fall from living out 

Jesus’ loving message from time to time.  But we get up and 

strive once again to be faithful disciples of Jesus by being His 

loving presence to others in our world.   


